
 

 

 

 

 

 

FENCE, SHED (120 SQFT UNDER),  

RETAINING WALL & REROOF 

1. SITE PLAN  

2. SET BACK (MEASUREMENTS FROM PROPERTY LINES) 

3. ADJOINING PERMISSION LETTER  

4. HEIGHT OF STRUCTURE  

5. FENCE, SHED, WALL & REROOF APPLICATION 

6. REROOF/WINDOWS/DOORS/STUCCO WE WILL NEED A 

COPY OF THE BID PROPOSAL ATTACHED. 

7. RETAINING WALL REQUIRES ENGINEERED STAMP PLANS. 

 

 

 

  

City of Rio Rancho  
3200 Civic Center Circle N.E. Rio Rancho, New Mexico 87144 

                
       Building Division          Zoning Division Fax: (505) 891-8994    
       (505) 891-5006           (505) 891-5005   Email: permits@rrnm.gov 
 

**2 COPIES OF ALL PAPERWORK SUBMITTED** 



 

Permit #________________ 
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4’ Fence height max 
allowed in the front 
setback area.  

6’ Max allowed in the 
remaining yard area. 

Corner lots require 
Engineer approval for 
clear sight triangle. 

$10 $10 $48.90 $56 

(ATTACH ENGINEERING PLAN) 

 

Property Information_______________________________________________________________________ 

Acreage of property ____________ Height of Primary _____________ SQ. Ft. of Primary ______________ 

Physical Address/Legal Description 
Address ____________________________________________________________ Zip ________________  

Subdivision/Unit ________ Block _________ Lot ________ Zoning _______ Tract/Parcel _______________ 
 
□ 
FENCE 

□ 
SHED (120 SQ. FT. UNDER) 

□ 
RETAINING WALL 

□ 
REROOF 
(WINDOWS,DOORS,STUCCO) 

Cost $_______________________  Gross Floor Area ________________  Height ___________________ 
 
Dimension-Location from property lines. 

Front ________________ Rear _________________ Left _________________ Right _________________ 
 
Homeowner Info__________________________________________________________________________ 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _________________________________________________________________________________ 
City ____________________________________ State ________________________ Zip ______________ 
Phone ____________________________  Email ________________________________________________ 

 
Contractor Info____________________________________________________________________________ 

Name _________________________________________________________ License# _________________ 
Address _________________________________________________________________________________ 
City ____________________________________ State _________________________ Zip ______________ 
Phone __________________ Fax _________________ Email ______________________________________ 
 

I, the undersigned, certify the information is correct and agree to comply with conditions of approval and applicable codes. 

Name (printed) ___________________________________________________________ Date _____________________ 

Signature __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

City of Rio Rancho 
Development Services 

3200 Civic Center Circle NE 1st Floor 
Rio Rancho, NM 87144 

(505) 891-5006 Fax (505) 896-8994 
 

Residential Shed, 
Wall, Fence & Reroof 

Application 
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City of Rio Rancho  
3200 Civic Center Circle N.E. Rio Rancho, New Mexico 87144 

 
Building Division     Zoning DivisionFax: (505) 891-8994    

(505) 891-5006      (505) 891-5005 Email: permits@rrnm.gov 
 

 

  

 
Development Services Department 

Letter of Consent 

 Date: 

I am the property owner of record for _____________________________ 
Rio Rancho, NM. Legal Description: Subdivision/Unit ________________, 
Block ______________, Lot ______________.   

With my signature below, I hereby grant written permission to the adjoining 
property owner ________________________________________________of 

     (print name) 

_____________________________________________________________ for  

(print  address) 

the sole purpose of raising the common wall/fence between our properties. 

 

 

Printed Name 

 

Signature 



 
 

154.77 FENCE/WALL REGULATIONS.  
(A) For the purpose of administering and enforcing this section, the following definitions shall apply unless the context 
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning: 

(1) Fence descriptions. 

FENCE/WALL TYPE FENCE DESCRIPTION 

COMMON FENCE A fence that straddles a property line. For the purposes of this section, it is assumed that 
common fences are jointly owned in their entirety by each property owner and that initial 
construction and any modifications that require city approval beyond typical maintenance 
require the written permission of each property owner. 

ELECTRICAL 
FENCE 

A fence consisting of wires charged with electricity serving to confine domestic animals or 
livestock. 

FENCE A vertical structure taller than one foot, not more than 20 inches wide, which forms a 
barrier built for the purpose of protection, decoration, confinement, enhancement of 
privacy, and in some cases built for safety. 

SWIMMING POOL 
FENCE 

A fence that is six feet in height that serves to limit access for safety purposes. 

RETAINING WALL Any structure that is intended to retain more than 18 inches of soil or similar material. 

(B) Acceptable materials. Construction materials for fences include common construction materials such as wood, 
masonry, adobe, chain link, wire mesh, or other materials approved by DSD. Barbed wire, concertina wire, or similar 
material is only appropriate in the E-1/Estate Residential District where it may be used to confine horses or in M-1 and C-2 
Districts. Broken glass in/on fences is strictly prohibited. 
(C) Fences may be placed anywhere within a lot, parcel, or tract of land within the city as specified herein. Fences may 
not be placed beyond property lines. Fences in the public right-of-way are strictly prohibited. Placement of a fence within 
an easement requires written permission of the grantee to which the easement is assigned. 
(D) Maximum fence height varies with the location of the fence on the property. 

(1) Fences allowed in the front setback area can reach a maximum height of four feet, except that fence height on 
corner lots must conform to the specifications under clear sight triangle, as defined in Section 154.03. 
(2) Fences built within the side yard setback, behind the front setback to the rear setback, can be a maximum of six 
feet. 
(3) Fences built outside the setback area within the buildable area of a lot, parcel, or tract may reach a maximum 
height of eight feet. 

(a) The maximum fence height on nonresidential property is eight feet where it abuts residential property, 
along the rear or side property line. 

(E)(1) Fence height is measured from grade where the fence is located. It is considered a subterfuge of this chapter to pile 
or berm dirt or other materials and attempt to measure a fence from the top of the berm or from the top of a “pseudo” 

https://www.codepublishing.com/NM/RioRancho/#!/RioRancho150/RioRancho154.html#154.03


 
 

retaining wall. It is, however, allowed to fill in large areas of a lot, parcel or tract in order to achieve an overall or consistent 
grade, and then measure fence heights from that grade. A change in grade requires approval by DSD. 

(2) Fences may be placed on top of retaining walls and height will be measured from the grade level of the retained 
material behind the retaining wall or, in other words, from the highest soil or similar material point. 

(F) Special fences. 

(1) Swimming pool. Fences are required around any swimming pool which is greater than three feet in depth or 
which exceeds 5,000 gallons. The pool must be enclosed on all sides by a fence or other barrier that provides an 
impediment of at least six feet thereby limiting access. In the event of a grade separation or the erection of an 
above ground swimming pool, the six-foot minimum height is measured from outside the fence, while the pool is on 
the inside. Gates on pool fences are required to be six feet in height with a self-closing latch at least four and one-
half feet (54 inches) off the ground. In the case where a common fence cannot be used for a swimming pool fence, 
the swimming pool fence must be a minimum of four feet in height with a hard cover which complies with the 
International Building Code. 
(2) Corner lots. Fences in the clear sight triangle as defined in Section 154.03 may not be greater than 30% solid 
when viewed along a line of sight which is parallel to the hypotenuse of the clear sight triangle. 
(3) Residential fences that abut high intensity nonresidential or multi-family uses may be erected as follows: where 
a residential lot, parcel or tract abuts an arterial or collector street as defined in the comprehensive plan, or a multi-
family or nonresidential zoned property, a fence may be a maximum of eight feet in height along the abutting side or 
rear property line, behind the front house line. 
(4) Buffer walls. Fences that are required with multi-family or nonresidential development must be erected and 
continuously maintained so that a six-foot opaque fence exists along the property lines that abut the residentially 
zoned property. 
(5) Electrical fencing may be placed only on the inside of a fence so that it is not accessible to adjacent property, 
and requires a conditional use permit. 

(G) Approval process. All fences require a zoning plan review. If the fence is a part of a larger submittal, for example new 
home construction, the fencing plan review will occur at that time and is inclusive in the plan review fee. If the fence is an 
improvement to a developed site, a fencing plan review is required. 

(1) Fencing plan review submittal should include the following: 

(a) Application; 
(b) Lot dimensions (sketch); 
(c) Location of existing structures, including retaining walls; 
(d) Location of proposed fence, proposed height, and construction materials (cross-section). 

(H) Exemptions. This section does not apply to fences in existence before the effective date of the ordinance codified in 
this chapter, as amended, except when the fence is declared a nuisance or hazard as determined by DSD or the Traffic 
Safety Advisory Committee, such fence may be made to conform with the requirements of this chapter, or removed within 
30 days of the closing or transfer or declaration of the fence as a nuisance or hazard. 

(Ord. 18-20) 
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